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WEEKLY SUMMARY 


FORMOSA STRAITS REPORT 
4 May 1955 


1. .The Communists. have continued the repair and con- 
struction of roads and the improvement of field fortifications on 
the Peiling Peninsula, north of the Matsu Island group. Numerous 
explosions were heard from both the Peiling Peninsula and the Min 


-River estuary; west of the Matsus. The majority of these sounds 


ae were blasting associated with the construction work.. 


2. The presence of at least two Communist PT boats in 
the Matsu area is indicated by recent sightings. Their aggressive 
employment could restrict.Nationalist naval operations in support 
of these islands. The Nationalist nighttime coastal interdiction 
patrol has not reported any interceptions. .There are continuing 
reports of Communist seaborne logistic activity in the Matsu area 
during daylight hours. Chinese Communist submarine strength 
has been increased by two long-range. submarines'to a total of six 


' submarines capable of limited war patrols. 


4. Chinese Communist comment on President. Eisenhower's 


and Secretary Dulles' press conference statements charges that the 


statements failed to deal with the question of withdrawal of US 
forces, the "crux" of the question of eliminating tension in the 
Formosa area. . Peiping asserts that there is no need for a cease- 


—— as there is no war between Communist China and the US. 


5. Chinese. Communist. propaganda broadcasts to Formosa . 
have greatly increased since 1 May. .Whereas propaganda was pre-. 


viously directed to Formosa four hours a day on two transmitters, 
it is now being beamed 12 hours a day on eight tr 





25X1 


25X1 


ansmitters, all 
of which are believed to be in the Foochow area. oo tel 25X11 


6. Peiping continues to issue propaganda on the subject of 


the alleged sabotage of the Indian airliner... The present propaganda 


campaign is probably part of the Chinese Communist effort to ex- 
ploit British nervousness over the status of Hong Kong in order to 
minimize British co-operation with the US on Far Eastern issues 
such as Formosa. 
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